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INTRODUCTION  

 

The EWP Stewardship Milestone Event, held in Brussels at the premises of the Representation 
of Hessen to the EU on 31st of May, offered the opportunity for a dynamic exchange on recent 
program deliverables and granted an insight in first pilot project experiences. 

The first part of the European Water Stewardship Program has been accomplished: the tools 
for Sustainable Water Management are ready to be handed over to the pilot test companies! 
The EWP Water Stewardship Milestone Event provided the floor for  

¶ Reporting on the recent outcomes of the program, 

¶ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŀōƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ άLƴŘǳǎǘǊȅέΣ 
ά!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜέ ŀƴŘ ά¦Ǌōŀƴ !ǊŜŀǎέ  

¶ 5ŜōŀǘƛƴƎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ά²ŀȅǎ ŀƘŜŀŘέ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǘŜǊ {ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

  

Moreover, the diverse audience coming from public and private sectors welcomed the oppor-
tunity for networking and knowledge update on Water Stewardship in an open and interac-
tive ambience. 

EWP Water Stewardship Milestone Event  



WELCOME   

 
 
Mr. Tegeler, opened the event with an update of 
the current situation in the region regarding to 
water:  
 
The adaptations of the River Basin Management 
Plans (RBMP) are in the main focus of the re-
gional authorities and Hessen started an IN-
¢9w9DD L±/ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻƴ ά²ŀǘŜǊ {ŎŀǊŎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
5ǊƻǳƎƘǘǎέ ƛƴ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 9Ƴƛƭƛŀ-Romagna 
and Aragon. The main focus of the project is a 
platform for exchange of best practice programs 
and projects in water savings and water effi-
ciency. 

ά²ŀǘŜǊ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƛǎ ŀ ƪŜȅ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƴƻǘ 
only in Europe, but also and in particular 

in the regions.» 

Mr. Ralf Tegeler, Representation of the State Hessen 

T HE INTRODUCTORY SPEECH WAS DELIVERED BY 
MR. RALF TEGELER, HEAD OF UNIT ENVIRONMENT, EN-

ERGY, AGRICULTURE, CONSUMER PROTECTION FROM THE 
REPRESENTATION OF THE STATE OF HESSEN, GERMANY, 
WHO HOSTED THE EWP MILESTONE EVENT. 

M  R. FRITZ BARTH, VICE-CHAIRMAN OF THE 
EUROPEAN WATER PARTNERSHIP, OPENED THE EWP WA-

TER STEWARDSHIP MILESTONE EVENT.  

 

In 2008, within the frame of the EWP programme 
ά!ǉǳŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎέ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǘŜǊ 
Vision for Europe, the EWP Stewardship Program 
has been launched with a strategic workshop of 
stakeholders from various parts and parties of 
the water sector.  
 
The aim of this program is to provide a tool to 
communicate and award responsible water users 
through the development of a common frame-
work for assessing, implementing and rewarding 
Sustainable Water Management (SWM).  

ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎƪ ǇƘŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ 
on the ground now.» 

Mr. Fritz Bart, EWP Vice-Chairman 

Opening  speech, Mr. Fritz Barth, EWP Vice-Chairman.   



PROJECT DEVELOPMENT   

άhǳǊ ŀƛƳ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ƧŜǊǎŜȅΦη 
 

Ms. Sabine von Wiren-Lehr,  
Water Stewardship Program Coordinator   

T HE EWP WATER STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM CO-

ORDINATOR, MS. SABINE VON WIREN-LEHR, REPORTED 
ON THE PROGRAM DEVELOPMENTS.  

 
The EWP Water Stewardship Program has 
reached its first milestone. The first part of the 
program, the development phase, is accom-
plished.  A general Standard for Water Steward-
ship together with a referring Guideline and a  
Glossary as well as sector specific Checklists have 
been set up since December 2008.  

Ms. Sabine von Wiren-Lehr, 
Coordinator EWP Water Stewardship Program. 

 

The program coordinator, Ms. von Wiren-Lehr, 
outlined that the EWP Water Stewardship Pro-
gram is now entering the validation phase of pro-
gram development. In sector specific pilot tests, 
the Standard will be approved on-site. These pi-
lot studies will help to gain a better understand-
ing of the practical impacts of the draft standard, 
to test the comprehension and applicability of 
the standard and to receive feedback from future 
standard-users on the proposed assessment 
schemes and communication tools. Furthermore, 
they encourage active involvement of water 
managers.  
 
Following the validation phase of the standard 
the implementation of the Water Stewardship 
standard as a business case is foreseen in Pro-
gram Part III. 

Ms. von Wiren-[ŜƘǊ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά¢ƻǳǊ-de-
CǊŀƴŎŜέ ƛƳŀƎŜ ǘƻ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
the first Milestone of the Water Stewardship Pro-
gram and the remaining stages of the process. 


