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We are delighted to introduce the proceedingsto thdj dzI ¢ NSy Saa t 2f A0& Ca&hNbzY HnA1
O NXBheld i Brussels within the premises of the Representation of Saxony Anhalt to the EU on the Word
Water Day, 22 March 2010. This event, organized by the European Water Partnership (EWP), brought to-
gether over 100 high level professionals to discuss concrete policy action recommendations to achieve the
Water Vision for Europe.

The EWP Policy Summit is an important annual mirror for the European Union to look into. It is a platform to
introduce EU scenarios and to highlight the challenges that water suppliers, technologists and water resources
perseFl OS® {GFNIAY3I AY Hnnc SAGK GKS FANBRG t2fA-08 { dzv
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The Water Vision for Europe is the result of a mstitikeholder approach, but it is also work in progress.
Through a vision mapping process initiated 12 months ago, the EWP gained perspectives and expert opinions
on needed key actions to strive towards sustainable water management in Europe. The essence of this vision
mapping process was the basis for discussions during the Aquawareness Policy Forum 2010.

High level panels and small working groups linked practitioners from business, agriculture, industry, finance
and civil society together to the new European decision makéne new members of the European Parlia-
ment, the European Commission as well as the Council Presidency. These interactive discussions and the
tion of crosssectoral partnerships are prerequisites to engage the new European decision makers to tac
jointly water challenges and to improve management strategies .
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taken on European level in order to realize the Vision aims and thus achieve sustainable water managem
We would like to thank the youngsters for having participated in the first European Youth Water Summ
which took place one week ago, and for having produced the European Youth Water Declaration with ¢
crete policy recommendations. This declaration was included in the Aquawareness Policy Forum bridging
enhancing a better cooperation between decision makers of today and tomorrow. We are very grateful
contributors and participants for the inspiring hitggvel debates on the Water Vision for Europe. We thank
Grontmij for their very stimulating cooperation and the Representation of Saxony Anhalt for their hospitality.

The current water challenges cannot be handled by individuals alone. It is in the principles of cooperati
GKSNBE (GKS 92t Qa adNBy3adK tASad ¢KS 9dz2NRLISIYy 2|
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take place in March 2011.

The European Water Partnership is an active and open forum. We invite you to join forces with the EWP by
contacting us ainfo@ewp.ey or visit the website atvww.ewp.eu
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Tom Vereijken Fritz Barth
Chairman European Water Partnership ViceChairman European Water Partnership
Director Water, Grontmij


http://www.ewp.eu

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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The 8" World Water Forum in Istanbul in March 2009 confirmed that Europe currently benefits from a privi-
leged situation regarding water resources and has made important progress concerning water management,
infrastructure, technologies and legislation over the past decades.

However, recent European surveys reveal that water scarcity, droughts, floods related to climate change, and
access to safe sanitation are still challenging the Old Continent. In 2003, widespread droughts affected over
100 million people and a third of the EU territdryhe cost of damage to the European economy was esti-
mated to be at least 8.7 billion Euré3he total cost of droughts over the past thirty years amounts to 100
billion Euros. With an estimated total price tag of around 6 billion Euros per year for EU countries, water scar-
city and droughts represent a serious and growing threat to human health and economic development.
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A coherent strategy is needed to mobilize people around common values for joint action to find common so-
lutions and ultimately attain sustainable water management and use in Europe in the future. In order to
achieve these community values, Europe needs new ways of working together.

One of the main findings of this Aquawareness Policy Forum was the necessity of coopevéthin the
sector but more importantly and essentially cresectoral. A change in thinking, strong partnerships and
transparent, open dialogues are key in order to exchange, discuss and stimulate action among political
sionsmakers, business and civil society to achieving sustainable water management.

Demand management, public participation and awareness for efficient water use are crucial component
achieve the aims of the Water Vision for Europe and to implement water policies successfully. However,
lic endorsement and consciousness are still missing. Improved communication of the European Institu
and the Member States but also from the sectors will facilitate a better promotion for sustainable water m
agement. Clear, easily understandable and transparent information on the real costs of water is neede
create a change in thinking and motivate actignsot only in the domestic, but also in the industrial and the
agricultural sector. Easy access to information and water education are key for everybody to become aw
its rights and responsibilities but also to make an informed choice.

Thirdly, a change in practices towards a modern water efficient water use has to be encouraged, inclu
particularly agriculture. More efforts are needed to reveal mutual interests, innovative solutions and b
practices.

Lastly, Europe has the ability but also the responsibility to promote and support sustainable water man
YSyild Ay GKS $g2NIR o0& LlMzidgAy3d 41 GSNI AaadzsSa |a LI

! European Commission, Communication on Water Scarcity and Droughts COM (2007), p. 414.
25" World Water Forum, Istanbul 2009, European Regional Document, p. 36.
% 5™ world Water Forum, Istanbul 2009, European Regional Document, p. 42.



GABORSPULLERMINISTRYOFAGRICULTUREND
BENVIRONMENTSRAXONYANHALT CERMANY

dSaxony Anhalt is a good example of a country in conversion betwee

communalisation, modernisation and traditional practi®es

The introductory speech was delivered by Mr. G3
Spuller from the Representation of the State Sax

Anhalt, Germany, who hosted the EWP Aquaw
ness Policy Forum 2010 .

Saxony Anhalt, an important German water region, is
fortunate to have an abundance of water which is

connected to a sophisticated water regulation sys-
tem. This system feeds into a very long water supply
system, amongst others the biggest major storage
dam in Germany. Apart from its primary functions,

being to supply raw water and act as a flood protec-
tion system, the dam regulates water levels and pro-
vides hydropower. The dam is furthermore important

for agricultural cultivation, fisheries and tourism.

The disastrous floods in 2002 taught Germany a les-
son to design intelligently, to consider geographical

conditions and to ensure public participation. Adher-

ence to these principles ensured the organizational
advantage the flood company and the dam system
was under one management system. It ensured syn-
ergy in response and the ability to tackle the chal-

lenge.

While water regulation in Germany has a history of
being regionally and locally managed, this is in the
process of changing as a result of crbssder pollu-
tion and amended EU policy. Specifically, the Water
Framework Directive has had a profound impact on
the way in which water has been regulated in Ger-
many to date.

The water management system applied in Saxony

Anhalt, as the former GDR (East Germany), may be of

interest to the new European Union Member States.
During the communist era, all water systems were
state owned, centralized managed and water compa-
nies were social properties.

Mr. Spuller suggested that in view of the successful
transformation of Saxony Anhalt, new European
Member States would be well placed to undertake
an organizational assessment in addition to a com-
mercial one, when water supply systerage trans-
formed. As with West Germany, the communal assets
of water management resources of the new federal
states are being assigned to local governments
process which is still egoing twenty years after uni-
fication.

The current financial crisis brought about a severe
shortage of funding which has increased the pres-
sure of water suppliers to work together, therefore
increase their collective efficiencies and in the proc-
ess create bigger entities.

Venue of the Aquawareness Policy Forum:
Representation of Saxony Anhalt to the EU
Boulevard Saint Michel 80, Brussels.
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sustainable development is not threaterned

programs and projects: Aquawareness, Water Stew-

1% CIENfEn G Ui SMEEeEn) Gt ey, ardship, INNOWATER, Dialogue Platform on Climate

(EWP) Tom Vereijken, opened the Aquaware
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Change and Water, the European Water House and
the latest initiative- Water MBA Programs.

In addition, through the cooperation between the

The crises today, differs from before and it is clear EWP strategic partners and members the organiza-
that it cannot be handled by individual organizations tion brings fresh thinking, productivity and dynamics
alone. This was accentuated in the example of to the water sector and specifically the policy de-

Saxony Anhalt.

bates in the water sector in Europe. Finally, Mr.
Vereijken was underlining that through policy de-

The EWP is very active to address these challengesbates like this one cooperation within and outside
and to realize the Water Vision through the following the sector is being increased.
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dThere is currently a limited window of opportunity for humanity to
choose its future and there are many practical things that one can

to combat climate change. Choosing a future is the way in which t
world views and chooses to combat climate chahge

Climate change is having profound effects on the
g2NI RQa ¢l GSNJ ac2adsSyay NARC
ing, droughts, floods and water shortages are direct
consequences. The concomitant occurrences are wa-
ter-borne diseases, tropical diseases and widespread
hunger.
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Nobel Laureate and former US Vice Presiden

the public about harmful effects of climate cha
and to work towards solutions at a grassroots I
worldwide. TCP presenters have delivered 70.
presentations and have reached a combined glq
audience of 7.3 million people.

In his setting the scene speech, Mr. de Gheldere was '
showing proofs of distressed elements all over the = = :
world, underlining the facts that climate change is = - Himalayan Glaciers

happening faster, sooner and stronger than before. | 40% of the world’s population depends
5 on the Himalayan watershed for water

54
The best known climate change phenomenon is that @&
glaciers worldwide are disappearing. There are ap- |
proximately 1.000 large glaciers in the world of
which 998 are disappearing. The disappearance of
glaciers means the loss of eco systems. This has be
come very pertinent in the Andes and Himalayas
where the glaciers are the main source of water and
with them melting, the main water reserves are dis-
appearing. Forty percent (40%) of world water comes
from the Himalayan watershed.
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GThe Water Vision includes tools, inter alia appropriate technologies,
iImproving water efficiency and minimizing pollution, which will assist &

EU member states to reach the objectives set out in the Water :

Framework Directiv@ €
A A

Ms. Maria Concepcion Garcia Gomez delivered a EU Member States, partner countries and civil soci-
note opening speech on behalf of the Spanish C ety stakeholders to accelerate progress toward
cil Presidency during the Aquawareness Policy F¢ achievement of the Millennium Development Goals
related to water supply and sanitation within an inte-

grated approach to water resources management.

Since the launch of World Water Day by the United
Nations in 1992many water awareness events have
been held around the world.

Considering the active promotion of sustainable wa-
ter supply and sanitation, the Strategy for Water in
the Mediterranean, to be approved at the Barcelona
Ministerial Meeting in April 2010, will constitute a
framework for the work on the water field in the 43
countries. The Strategy will focus on enhancing effec-
tive governance for integrated water management,
climate change adaptation measures, promoting wa-
ter demand management, water quality and biodi-

Commemorating World Water Day provides an op-
portunity to share views on the aims of the Water
Vision for Europe.

Regarding the Water Vision, it is important to keep in
mind how the Vision incorporates some of the basic versity, and optimising water financing and water

key principles of the European Water Framework .y ation. These principles are already addressed in
Directive. Ms. Garcia Gomez was underlining the fact the Water Vision for Europe.

that stakeholderendorsement of the Water Vision
will thus contribute to a successful implementation
of the Water Framework Directive.

SACHSEN-ANHALT
T INEUROPA

Synergies between successful implementation of the
2 GSNJ CN}YS62N)] 5ANBOGAYD
ness to implement sustainable water management
will lead to better water administration and as a re-

sult Europe will achieve efficient water services and
healthier watercourses.

The Water Vision also considers climate change and
coping with the challenges that climate change
brings. This is an important component which has
been recognized in other international forums, such
as the Midterm Review of the United Nations Decade
2F 1 OGA2Yy a2 2% F2NI [ AT

The Water Vision mentions Europe as a responsible
global partner. An example of European partnership
in the water field is the European Water Initiative

which was launched in 2002 and was conceived as a
concerted effort by the European Commission, the
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are being put in place to ensure enough water of good qual
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Mr. Falkenberg delivered a keynote opening speq

Europe is emerging from a devastating financial and
economic crisis which is compounded by existing and
longterm demands on scarce financial resources for
water services provision as well as the anticipated
increase in costs as a result of the effects of climate
change on water resource. The quoted amount of
eHnn oAfftA2Yy |a o0SAy3
water to all people on earth is obsolete in the light of
the anticipated climate change effects.

From an environmental point of view, pressures on
energy and natural resources are one of the major
challenges that the world has to address. The Euro-
pean Commission, through the Water Framework
Directive, has clearly illustrated the water priorities

of the EC. It sets management and water quality
standards for application throughout Europe.

Mr. Falkenberg was stressing the following priorities:

1 Increased water efficiency and the reduction
of water wastages

1 Europe has to be better prepared for growing
water scarcity

1 Climate change adaptation has to incorporate
a wholistic approach to environment and wa-
ter management

1 Increased population growth as additional
pressure on water resources

Focusing on water efficiency and creating a water
saving economy is critical in the light of scarcity.

The total cost of drought episodes over the past
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and the average yearly costs have increased by a fac-
tor of four for the same period. Water efficiency is a
priority of the European Union and is a fundamental
component of the Europe 2020 Strategy adopted by
the Commission in March 2010.

Managing water efficiently is a priority for water utili-

ties throughout Europe as the amount of water
af2adée Ay (GKS Lzt AO &dzLILX
cent in some parts of Europe. This is both financial
disastrous for utilities, and it is an area where waste
mitigation measures can be put in place by, amongst
others, fixing leaking pipes and repairing the public
supply system.

Member states are required to submit River Basin
Management Plans under the Water Framework Di-
rective. These plans will be assessed and measures
will be developed to tackle water scarcity, agricul-

tural pollution, the ecological assessments and the
application of exemptions to the environmental ob-
jectives. The Commission will pay special attention to

the integration of new developments such lagdro-

power and navigation in the River Badvanage-

ment Plans and will report its findings in 2012 in the
FNIYSE2N] F2NJ GKS da. t dzSLINR
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PANEL DISCUSSION

Panelists included

Maria Concepcion Garcia Gomez (Ministry of Environment, Rural and Marine Aff
Spain)

Karl Falkenberg (DG Environment, European Commission, Belgium)

Eckhard Koch (BASF, Germany)

Lesha Witmer (Woman for Water Partnership, Netherlands)

Mathijs Mul (European Youth Water Ambassador, Netherlands)

Millan Millan (Director, Center of Environmental Studies of the Mediterranean, Sp

Moderation by
Fritz Barth (United Nations Development Program, Belgium)

From left to right: Lesha Witmer, Mathijs Mul, Maria Cs
ception Garcia Gomez, Fritz Barth, Karl Falkenberg ,
hard Koch.

|"' l ¥
From left to right: Karl Falkenberg, Eckhard
‘ Koch, Millan Millan.




Mathijs Mul

oFor BASF, sustainable development mex
the combination of longerm oriented
economic success with

European Youth Water Ambassador, Netherlands

During the European Youth Water Suntniield in

Brussels prior to this event an important document environmental protection and

was generated by the youth of Europe: the European social responsibilitp
Youth Water Summit Declaration. This declaration
was created by building on the views and experi- Eckhard Koch, BASF, Germ

ences of European youth. It considers personal opin-
A2ya YR (KS @&2dziKQa @AS

Eckhard Koch Lesha Witmer

BASF, Germany Woman for Water Partnership, Netherlands

For BASF the following issues are a priority: Women for Water Partnership was focusing on the
following key issues:
9 Strategic and organizational implementation of
sustainability to identify risks 1 Reproductive health is not visible on the water
agenda

1 Continuous dialogue with stakeholders
f Decreased specific water use onsite 1 A wholistic approach is needed to address health
o issues together with water and sanitation man-

T Reduced emissions to water agement as well as the agricultural sector

1 Production of water saving products 1 Public participation as mentioned in WFD Art 14 is

1 Application of various methods adjusted to the not realized within Europe however consulta-

local and regional water realities tion, participation and involvement of all citizens

of Europe are an integral part of the EU policy

1 Development of criteria to evaluate sustainable
water sources

arena

T Analyse of water riskareas Ms. Witmer was closing her intervention by stressing
her concern about sanitation in Europe whiblas

Mr. Koch outlined, that BASF alreadges the Eco remained a huge challenge. This concern includes

efficiency Analysido evaluate products and proc-  our rethinking of how we can reuse waste water.

esses with respect to their emissions to water. In

2009, BASF also started incorporating new criteria

such as local water scarcity into the methodology.

Finally, Mr. Koch underlined the fact that BASF con-
tributes its knowhow about sustainable water man-
agement to partnerships and international initiatives,
for instance as a strategic partner of the European
Water Partnership.

“The European Youth Water Summit 2010 was supported by the
Coca Cola Foundation.






